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Statement

This statement is presented by the McGill Youth Advisory Delegation, a youth-led non-governmental
organization under the International Relations Students’ Association of McGill University, holding
consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council since 2006. We are
committed to meaningfully integrating young people’s voices into global policy decisions. As the 64th
Commission for Social Development is approaching, we aim to re-emphasize youth's unique role on
this year’s priority theme of Advancing Social Development and Social Justice through Coordinated,
Equitable, and Inclusive Policies. This statement outlines our key recommendations for Member
States on the topics of environmental justice, economic coordination, and ensuring equitable and
inclusive access to services; in line with this year’s theme.

I. Promoting Environmental Justice

Environmental injustice exacerbates all other forms of injustice in the world. Low-income countries
are among the most vulnerable to environmental disasters and degradation, phenomena intensified by
emissions for which high-income Member States have borne primary responsibility since the 19th
century. As such, to accelerate social development and justice, the international community should act
on the previously established agreements recognizing environmental justice, such as the /992 United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement. Although countries
have reached the 2009 goal of mobilizing USD 100 billion per year in climate finance, most financial
mechanisms are loans, and only a small share is directed towards low-income countries. Loans not
only lock developing countries into cycles of debt, but also do not follow the logic of environmental
justice, as the recipient countries will have to pay back more than they receive. Half of the 52 Member
States suffering severe debt problems are among the world’s most climate vulnerable nations; an
indicator that climate finance must be reformed towards a more coordinated, equitable, and just
system.

Advancing social development through environmental justice also requires effort from the local
government level, especially in the fight against corruption. The United Nations Office on Crime and
Drugs affirms that corruption remains a significant barrier in facilitating solutions to end the climate
crisis. It enables harmful practices such as illegal wildlife trade, deforestation, and unregulated
mining, while simultaneously contributing to food insecurity and population displacement,
disproportionately affecting marginalized and poor communities who generally rely the most on
natural resources for their livelihood. Furthermore, corrupt activity has had significant implications
for actors’ trust in the private sector, deterring necessary financial flow to countries with weaker
institutions and governance, thereby trapping vulnerable populations in cycles of poverty. When
relating corruption back to high-income countries and low-income countries dynamics, it is essential
to acknowledge the inherent connections between environmental and social justice. Corruption not
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only exacerbates environmental degradation and weakens governance, but also reinforces systemic
inequalities. Social development thus cannot be achieved without environmental justice.

Accordingly, on the topic of environmental justice, we call on Member States to:
e Improve transparency and inclusion in climate negotiations and plans;
e Strengthen anti-corruption and accountability measures within climate negotiations and
facilitate equitable financial flows towards countries most vulnerable to corruption;
e Continue addressing the climate finance gap by prioritizing grants over loans, divesting from
fossil fuel industries, and ensuring that low-income countries are equitably included.

II.  Strengthening Multilateralism and Economic Coordination

As the United States” dominance within the United Nations diminishes, the international community
must take greater responsibility to uphold the multilateral system. Without it, international
coordination and cooperation will weaken, undermining both the short and long-term benefits of
multilateralism for Member States. More urgently, the weakening of United Nations programs and
legal frameworks threatens the protection and empowerment of civil society, with the greatest impact
on the most vulnerable. United Nations Relief Chief Tom Fletcher called for $29 billion to meet
urgent global needs, warning that humanitarian aid is facing the most severe funding shortfall in its
history. However, instead of standing by as this system collapses, Member States should view reduced
dependence on the United States’ funding and goodwill as an opportunity to reform UN structures,
making them more sustainable and resilient to internal and external shocks.

While Member States must strengthen multilateralism on many fronts, current trade tensions and
policy uncertainty highlight the urgent need for coordinated international economic forums. Global
Gross Domestic Product growth is forecasted at 2.4 percent in 2025, a reduction from the 2.9 percent
growth in 2024. Investing in a more coordinated and multilateral approach to economic development
and policies would reduce trade barriers and costs through increased communication, transparency,
and trust, while simultaneously enabling cross-national knowledge exchange. Let us refer to the
example of the United Nations Framework Convention on International Tax. This initiative could
promote fair wealth redistribution for all to reach their optimal goals, while supporting long-term
infrastructure that drives steady economic growth rather than short-lived peaks. Member States must
therefore engage purposefully in their proceedings to shape the future in lieu of revisiting the past.

Additionally, it is paramount that Member States include civil society in economic forums. Civil
society brings unique and technical perspectives that enrich such debates. Actively involving them in
international norm-making also ensures that outcome documents are more comprehensive, holistic
and inclusive. To achieve this, Member States should work to reduce both monetary and
non-monetary barriers to participation, ensuring the meaningful inclusion of all stakeholders in
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negotiation processes. Such initiatives would generate long-term, mutual benefits by fostering
sustainable and inclusive local and global development, thereby advancing progress towards the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Accordingly, on the topic of economic coordination, we call on Member States to:

e C(reate contingency frameworks and conduct risk-assessment in order to ensure that United
Nations structures are resilient to internal and external shocks;

e Strengthen international coordination and cooperation on socio-economic issues by
establishing and supporting institutions such as the United Nations Framework Convention on
International Tax;

e Enhance the inclusion of civil society in international forums to ensure their perspectives are
meaningfully integrated into negotiations by reducing monetary and non-monetary barriers to
participation.

III.  Equitable and Inclusive Access to Social Services

Equitable access to essential social services is a key aspect of social development and the basis of a
just society. In particular, the United Nations has affirmed the universal right to the highest attainable
standard of physical and mental health as a cornerstone of global development. However, massive
inequalities still exist both within and among countries.

The COVID-19 pandemic rendered these failures impossible to ignore. According to the Lancet
Commission, within countries, including high-income nations, the impacts of the pandemic were
disproportionately borne by the most marginalized populations, such as racial minorities, low-income
groups, and individuals with pre-existing health conditions. These populations suffered due to many
societal factors, including increased exposure to the virus and barriers when accessing care.

According to the International Journal for Equity in Health, the healthcare systems of many low and
middle-income countries were overwhelmed by the pandemic, which led to a rise in preventable
deaths from unrelated causes. During the pandemic, the problem for some countries was not simply a
lack of funding or poor governance, but often a lack of access to the patents for essential medicines
and their means of production. Reporting by Nature has stated that COVID-19 vaccine hoarding by
high-income nations may have cost up to a million lives. These deaths were overwhelmingly situated
in low- and middle-income countries. Higher-income countries are responsible for distributing
vaccines equitably and, if necessary, loosening patent restrictions so that lower-income countries can
produce vaccines, particularly during times of global crisis.

There is also a greater need for transnational cooperation in health research and data collection.
Researchers from the Global South often remain excluded from prominent scientific institutions due
to a lack of funding and the neglect of research conducted in languages other than English.
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Additionally, lower-income and smaller nations suffer from a lack of data coverage, which hampers
the ability to measure and thus ameliorate inequality. This not only deepens existing divides but also
hinders scientific progress. Member States must fulfill their commitments to the Sustainable
Development Goals by removing barriers, reforming intellectual property frameworks, and ensuring
that medicines, research, and green technologies are treated as global public goods.

Accordingly, on the topic of ensuring equitable and inclusive access to services, we call on Member

States to:
e Ensure equitable and unhindered access to safe and affordable access to health products and

technologies, particularly in times of global crisis;
e Ensure the inclusion of lower-income states in research and data collection, particularly in
global health, economics, and technology.
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